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What is “cancel culture”?
Culture, free speech, justice and unjustice systems



Definitions of Cancel Culture
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Merriam-Webster Dictionary

“the removing of support for… 
anyone who takes up space in the 
public consciousness… due to the 
person in question having expressed 
an objectionable opinion, or having 
conducted themselves in a way that 
is unacceptable, so that continuing to 
patronize that person’s work leaves 
a bitter taste.”

Cambridge Dictionary

“a way of behaving in a 
society or group, especially on 
social media, in which it is 
common to completely reject 
and stop supporting someone 
because they have said or 
done something that offends 
you.”

Macmillan Dictionary

“the practice of no 
longer supporting 
people, especially 
celebrities, or products 
that are regarded as 
unacceptable or 
problematic.”

https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/cancel-culture-words-were-watching
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/cancel-culture
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/cancel-culture


“
Ausgrenzungskultur und Boykottkultur reicht nicht, da es den 
entsprechenden Menschen nicht nur darum geht selbst nicht an etwas 
teilzunehmen oder sich etwas selbst nicht anzuhören.
Es geht vielmehr darum diese Entscheidung für alle Menschen zu treffen, 
ohne als Repräsentant gewählt worden zu sein, indem sie viel dafür tun, 
dass Veranstaltungen nicht oder nicht wie geplant oder nicht ungestört 
stattfinden können (gecancelt werden, daher "cancel culture") oder niemand 
mehr einem Redner zuhören kann, den man selber nicht hören will oder ihn 
für andere Zuhörer und / oder die Gesellschaft für schädlich hält.

— Comment in the LEO German-English dictionary forums
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https://dict.leo.org/forum/viewUnsolvedquery.php?idThread=1416210&idForum=2&lp=ende&lang=en#followup=8


The Free Speech & Association Spectrum

“I disapprove of what you say, but I will 
defend to the death your right to say it.”
                             — Voltairean principle
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You may have the right to speak, but I will 
make sure no one is around to listen.

You have the right to speak, but no one is 
required to listen to you say it. 

https://quoteinvestigator.com/2015/06/01/defend-say/
https://xkcd.com/1357/
https://xkcd.com/1357/


Justice System
▫ The rules are clear, consistent, and reasonable.
▫ The consequences for breaking them are predictable.
▫ The punishments are fair, applied after comprehensive 

evaluation of several factors (esp. harm caused).
▫ The goal is accountability and restoration.
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UnJustice System
▫ The rules are unclear, inconsistent, and difficult to 

comply with. (Remember: ignorance is no excuse!)
▫ The consequences for breaking them are unpredictable.
▫ The punishments are erratically applied.
▫ The goal is retribution or to maintain stasis of power.
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“
Criticism marshals evidence and arguments in a rational effort to 
persuade. Canceling, by contrast, seeks to organize and manipulate 
the social or media environment in order to isolate, deplatform or 
intimidate ideological opponents. It is about shaping the information 
battlefield, not seeking truth; and its intent — or at least its 
predictable outcome — is to coerce conformity and reduce the 
scope for forms of criticism that are not sanctioned by the prevailing 
consensus of some local majority.

— Jonathan Rauch
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https://www.persuasion.community/p/the-cancel-culture-checklist


One rule for thee,
another for me!

Signals Intelligence 
Directorate (SID) 
internal newsletter:

Disguising employees 
as business travelers.

10Document leaked by Snowden; published by The Intercept.

https://search.edwardsnowden.com/docs/ComingSoontoMailboxesNewGovernmentTravelChargeCards2018-03-01_nsadocs_snowden_doc


“
We don’t live in a predictably punitive culture — even a culture that is 
predictably too punitive. Nor do we live in a predictably permissive one. 
Instead, in its punishments and its permissions, our culture is erratic. 
There’s no one thing that, if everybody knew it, would result in the same 
consequence for any given individual… Some people can never catch a 
break, and each enforced consequence creates a cascade of other 
consequences that make it harder and harder to avoid breaking a new rule. 
A credit score can greatly shape the possibilities open to somebody, but 
other people get rich through multiple bankruptcies.

— B.D. McClay
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https://hedgehogreview.com/issues/america-on-the-brink/articles/cancel
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https://enegnei.github.io/This-Month-In-Bitcoin-Privacy/July_2020/#july-7th---chainalysis-and-the-boiling-frog


Financial Cancel Culture
On modern financial surveillance & exclusion
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https://wikileaks.org/Banking-Blockade.html
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“Such repurposed cards can be used for crime. Last month, authorities in 
eastern China announced they had rolled up a marijuana-selling network 
that used other people’s SIM cards to conduct business.”

https://www.sixthtone.com/news/1006443/in-cashless-china%2C-criminals-are-punished-with-payment-app-bans#


16

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-12-02/remittances-getting-harder-for-african-australians/12938022
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https://hongkongfp.com/2020/12/08/hong-kong-church-says-hsbc-account-frozen-in-retaliation-for-helping-protesters-last-year/
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https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-12-10/mastercard-to-cut-pornhub-ties-after-finding-illegal-content
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https://reason.com/2020/12/16/pornhub-isnt-the-problem-that-wont-stop-the-politicized-crusade-against-it/
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https://twitter.com/paulg/status/1337406121468977153


“
I keep hitting my head against this issue at practically every turn. Politicians, 
banks, payment processors are waging a war against sex workers and queer 
people and are determined to wipe them from society - bank accounts first. We 
need financial privacy and censorship resistant money. Without it, governments 
have too much control over society, and they will use that control to kill people.
FFS even [Open Privacy Research Society] is currently dealing with ridiculous 
issues with payment processors. We are an incorporated non profit, we get 
invited to engage in all levels of dialogue. What on earth are those without even 
our limited resources supposed to do?

— Sarah Jamie Lewis
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https://twitter.com/SarahJamieLewis/status/1113884719790211073
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https://twitter.com/jfnewbery/status/1328271394350772225


“
Nigerian Feminist Coalition on the #EndSARS protest against police brutality:

[During the protests] we had previously spoken about how Bitcoin is good 
because your government may shut your bank account down but it was all sort 
of theoretical but in the last month we were actually living through this. All this 
stuff we have been saying is actually true and we should be putting a lot of our 
money or at least enough where you can survive and control it.

— Ire Aderinokun
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https://bitcoinundco.com/en/nigerian-feminist-coalition/
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https://twitter.com/paddypisa/status/1333733835369029633
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https://enegnei.github.io/This-Month-In-Bitcoin-Privacy/June_2020/#june-10th---human-rights-foundation-launches-dev-fund


“
In the past Patreon wouldn’t terminate accounts of some horrible people 
who violated their TOS also, but no one wants to mess with Vice lawyers. It 
was petty and vindictive, meant to shut me down and teach me a lesson. 
Did the first, never the second.
…I’d lost all my monthly income because I had no Patreon. Most alternatives 
PayPal, Drip etc. don’t work in China (yes really, no cryptocurrency and 
peer-to-peer tech aren’t viable options, yes I know you don’t believe me, 
trust me if it were easy there would be more Chinese YouTubers, ok got it- 
you don’t believe me. It’s still true).

— Naomi Wu
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https://medium.com/@therealsexycyborg/shenzhen-tech-girl-naomi-wu-my-experience-with-sarah-jeong-jason-koebler-and-vice-magazine-3f4a32fda9b5


Blockchain Surveillance
The difference between “analysis” and “surveillance”



What is the difference?
▫ Blockchain analysis is the process of inspecting, 

identifying, clustering, modeling and visually 
representing data on the blockchain.

▫ Blockchain surveillance performs analysis for private 
intelligence and / or law enforcement investigation 
and intervention, often encouraging the collection and 
retention of personally identifying information (and 
labelling those which don’t do so as “risky”).
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“
Surveillance in general, characterized in this way, is about 
manipulating or taking some action against someone. That's the 
connotation which happens when you when you think about the 
word ‘surveillance.’ [...] What Chainanalysis does is map transactions 
that happen.. to the services that people are using to access the 
blockchain. [...] Looking at the data about how bitcoin is being used 
today, how this technology is being adopted. So for me, this is 
where this is about blockchain analysis rather than surveillance.

— Jonathan Levin
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https://youtu.be/qh0EuckN5o4
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https://techinquiry.org/explorer/vendor/chainalysis%20inc./


People from the traditional compliance 
and surveillance technology industry are 
moving into cryptocurrencies.

▫ Hacking Team’s Giancarlo Russo, Alberto Ornaghi, 
Marco Valleri, and Luca Guerra form Neutrino and are 
acquired by Coinbase in February 2019.

▫ Thomson Reuters / Refinitiv's Jesse Spiro, former 
global head of specialized research in "Threat Finance 
& Emerging Risks,” is Chainalysis’ global head of policy.
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https://media.ccc.de/v/34c3-9070-financial_surveillance
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/10/22/blacklist-many-muslims-listed-by-world-check-without-evidence
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https://go.chainalysis.com/advanced-obfuscation-techniques-webinar-recording.html
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https://www.fincen.gov/sites/default/files/shared/314bfactsheet.pdf
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https://einzelgaengerinmotte.wordpress.com/my-work/blockchain-training-conference/
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Danke!
Any questions?

Finance like no one’s watching.

https://twitter.com/J9Roem/status/1271444535898509317

